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The variety of responses I received, from current campers to alumni from many years back, was a beautiful re-
minder of how strong our community continues to be and how deeply connected people still feel to CIFC, even if 
they haven’t been back in years. I was so tickled to receive my first email from Christian, who had been a counselor 
30 years before me but whose love of camp was still just as strong (see page 8). It was so fun to exchange Canoe 
Island memories with him and discover that he lived in the same town where I studied abroad. As a music lover, I’ve 
been so moved by the power of music to bring together Canoe Islanders both in person and virtually, from 
CreightonCreighton’s weekly Inspiration Point singalong on Facebook (see page 13), to the way my friends Thomas and Sam 
continue to bond over music and outdoor adventures, on and off Canoe (see page 14). I cracked up at Melody’s fun 
initiative to recreate classic movie clips with fellow campers (see page 11), reminisced about my wonderful visit 
with Isabel in Bordeaux before the pandemic radically changed her semester abroad (see page 7), and drew 
        inspiration from all of your reflections on what “l’été perdu de 2020” has meant to you (see page 15).

So when Margaret reached out to me about reprising my role as journal editor to compile a 2020 Observateur, I 
was so thrilled to have a role in the community again, even a virtual one. Having an excuse to reach out to new 
and old camp friends, in an effort to bring everyone together through this unique “time capsule” publication, 
brought an extra dose of joy into my own quarantined life.

Since our country went into lockdown in March, many of us have been reeling from the disruption of our most 
meaningful connections and routines. For those of us planning to travel back to Canoe Island and reunite with 
friends there, not being able to do so this year has been one of our biggest losses. I can hardly believe that this 
is my first summer since 2007, when I started as a camper, that I haven’t made it back to the San Juans at all. 
Our yearly routines can become just as important as our daily ones, and I’ve always found that even my shortest 
visits back to camp stood out as the most grounding and invigorating moment of each year, reminding me of 
what matters most in life.

That was me when I got home from my first session at Canoe Island, at 
age 14. After a rough middle school experience where I struggled to fit in,
I went to Canoe Island not knowing anyone (or any French) and returned I went to Canoe Island not knowing anyone (or any French) and returned 
with a new sense of confidence, new friends who became pen pals, and a 
new passion for French language and culture. I was so enamored with the 
routines of camp that I started setting my alarm for 7:45 every day, even 
though I’m a total night owl by nature. I remember singing the French and 
Canadian anthems in the shower, respecting camp mealtimes and “repos,” 
and spending afternoons making gâteau au yaourt and other concoctions 
from cuisine class.  from cuisine class.  

Fellow Canoe Islanders, I have a question: Did you ever get home from a 
session at camp and feel so bummed to be back in the “real world” that 
you attempted to recreate camp’s schedule as closely as possible for the 
rest of the summer?
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USA while I was on the spot for any civilian mission, yet in 
vain). Then I entered into various works as an export assis-
tant, an export advisor, a training director, before I started a 
little company on my own… and looking back at the ‘good old 
times’ I can now consider my Canoe period as the most deter-
mining time in my life. It did help me making the best choices I 
could, after it. So, merci, Canoe! Thanks to the great souls, 
whom I have met and worked, played with there too.”

authorities that they should better leave me in the 

Did you know that CIFC used to have a “Christmas in 
France” session theme? Former counselor Christian Siguié 
shed some light on this beloved tradition, sharing this photo 
with us from July 25, 1982. This moment, and that summer, 
represent some of Christian’s happiest memories, he ex-
plained: “There I was the Père Noël (I played a slightly tough 
one then, I remember, still forgiven by the presents he 
brought). I received [the photos] years after from my fellow brought). I received [the photos] years after from my fellow 
counselor colleagues and campers, in remembrance of the 
great time we have shared and keep treasuring carefully.”

Christian also recalled how his time as a counselor went on 
to shape the rest of his life: “I was to start my military ser-
vice a couple of months after I came back to home from 
Canoe Island (I even tried then to negotiate from the French 

Christian and fellow counselor Claire Kilcup enjoy 
a traditional Galette des Rois during a reunion in 

Nantes, January 2019.

After eight weeks, the government lifted the lockdown and I knew my extraordinary time in France was drawing 
to a close. Ultimately, my six months abroad were completely different from what I had anticipated—I even ended 
up spending more days in Hossegor than in Bordeaux—but it was also unforgettable and wonderful in so many 
ways. In this way, my time abroad was not so unique. I’d encourage all CIFC campers to consider studying 
abroad; for me it was one of the most incredible experiences of my life! I’d especially recommend programs 
where you live with a host family, as that allowed me to connect with French culture and society on a much 
deeper level. I cannot wait to return to Canoe after this crazy year and see old and new friends again! À bientôt! deeper level. I cannot wait to return to Canoe after this crazy year and see old and new friends again! À bientôt! 
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